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I tÕs easy to see why this product is
getting so much attention right

nowÑit just makes a lot of sense. The
Virtual Lifeline Òno strings attachedÓ
wireless lanyard captur ed the atten -
tion of the industry and was honor ed
with the NMMA 2005 Innovation of
the Year Award for Safety. With all
this talk and high praise, I knew I had
to check this out for myself. 

For the test I contacted Keith
Jackson, the president at MariTech
Industries, and I set up a time wher e
he and Harry Bouge could give me a
demonstration on exactly how the
Virtual Lifeline works. 

They came prepared with the
wireless system and I supplied the
boat and mor e importantly the per -
son to ÒfallÓ off the boat into the
cold morning water . Bouge did the
temporary install so we could start
the test. He was impr essed with the
JC Manufacturing test pontoon boat
that has a flip-up helm console. It
made his job of hooking up the
wires a lot easier. Since I didnÕt do
any of the installation, it wouldnÕt be
fair to rate this part of the test. And
since it was only a temporary hook
up, I couldnÕt give a fair assessment
of the install anyway . 

I was surprised by the size of the
actual lanyard. ItÕs as tiny as a key-
chain and you almost for get itÕs even
hooked on to you. In fact, we nearly
walked away with them when we
were done. 

VIR TUAL
LIFELINE
Wireless
Lanyard/
Kill Switch

PRODUCT
TEST
No.4



August 2006 47

AFTERMARKET 96
Installation 19/20
Function 49/50
Durability 9/10
Design 10/10
Price 9/10

www .wir elesslanyard.com
888-755-7767

The concept is quite simple. If this
keychain-size lanyard with a sensor
inside gets submer ged, it kills the
boatÕs engine. Upon submersion, the
sensor transmits a radio signal to the
control module, which turns of f the
engine and sounds an alarm. By
pressing Rescue Mode on the con-
sole, any remaining occupant can
restart the engine for a pr ompt r ecov-
ery. Upon boarding, the sensor is
quickly restored by giving it a few
rapid shakes to remove excess water.
The Rescue Mode button would nor -
mally be mounted permanently on
your helm console or set up as a r ock-
er switch to get your engine started
again. But for our test the system just
rested on the console. 

For all those people who ar e
attempting to build something to go
around a propeller to keep swimmers
safe, stop trying. With this system the
boat wonÕt start if someone is still in
the water .

The Virtual Lifeline that we tested
is the recreational version of its popu -
lar CAST wireless lanyard/kill switch.
The CAST system was designed with
tournament anglers in mind. It fr ees
sport and tournament fishermen fr om
the limiting constraints of a standar d
lanyard. MariTech boasts that it pr o-
vides the aggr essive competitor up to
Ò40 additional castsÓ over a tourna-
ment day compar ed to their tether -
bound competitors. Wher e was I
when they wer e looking for volun -
teers for that test?  

The Virtual Lifeline will run you
about $549 for the contr ol module
and four transmitters, with additional
lanyards being sold for $59 each. For
peace of mind it r eally is hard to beat.
I wasnÕt sure what to think going into
the test, but I left very impr essed. ItÕs
one of those systems that you hope
to never use, but youÕll sure be glad
you have it if you ever do need it.
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